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Commission report: "Dilovasi should be evacuated':In the draft report of
Parliament's Dilovasi Research Commission it was noted that the residential
area around the industrial zone of Dilovasi in Kocaeli should be evacuated
because toxic waste coming out of the factories there threatened the health of
the residents, according to daily Yeni Safak. The commission was formed after
a considerable increase in cancer cases in Dilovasi was noted. The report
blamed industrial waste as the main culprit in the rise of cancer cases among
the local residents, saying the rate of cancer in the district was more than the
average in Turkey. The commission suggested that the district might be
considered a
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In the draft report of Parliament’s Dilovasi Research Commission it was noted that the
residential area around the industrial zone of Dilovasi in Kocaeli should be evacuated
because toxic waste coming out of the factories there threatened the health of the
residents, according to daily Yeni Safak. The commission was formed after a
considerable increase in cancer cases in Dilovasi was noted. The report blamed industrial
waste as the main culprit in the rise of cancer cases among the local residents, saying
the rate of cancer in the district was more than the average in Turkey. The commission
suggested that the district might be considered a disaster zone. The commission also
suggested that the growth of the industrial zone should be monitored and that
construction of new industrial plants should be limited or banned totally. Another
finding of the commission was that the factories in the industrial zone of Dilovasi were
not careful in discarding of their toxic waste. It was requested that the state take
measures to prevent the further spread of toxic waste.

Deterrence from a judge:

A judge known for his extraordinary ideas sentenced a truck driver who passed a red
light and struck a pedestrian to one year's imprisonment, although the pedestrian
wasn't hurt, according to daily Sabah. Judge Beyazit Boran noted the reason for this
heavy punishment was to let people take this as a warning and added that so many
drivers violate traffic rules because they think they won't be punished. He hopes his
recent ruling acts as a deterrent. Boran's justification for his ruling was far more
interesting and worth noting than the decision itself, reported the paper. Boran said,
although he had the right, he would not convert the imprisonment into a fine. Everyone
should witness that criminals, violators of traffic rules, will be punished and should be
more careful, noted Boran.

Turkey's image problem:

Respected daily newspaper Cumhuriyet commented yesterday on Turkey's problems
concerning tourism. As Turkey is considering new ways and attractions to draw in more
tourists, new problems arise, perpetuating a currently negative image. Bird flu, the
murder of a priest in Trabzon, the caricature crisis and recent terrorist actions all
affected Turkey's image negatively, in addition to a current image as Turkey heading
towards radical Islam.

Turkey has to fight this negative image and try to re-shape it. Other problems are
deficiencies in infrastructure, environmental pollution and the destruction of natural
beauties through overdevelopment. The paper quoted certain tourism sector business
people saying that tourism wasn't satisfactory and how they couldn’t understand why
the government claimed otherwise, ignoring all their complaints and the obvious signs.

A man, two women and happiness:

According to daily Posta, Ali Akkas and Adile Akkas, living in the Sankaya village of
Konya, got married 30 years ago. Due to biological reasons, Adile Akkas couldn't have
babies. For years the couple tried to have babies and went to see fertility doctors in
Turkey and Denmark, to no avail. Since she was getting older and knew how much her
husband wanted kids, Adile Akkas offered that her husband marry another, younger
woman to have children with. So, Ali Akkas married another woman in a religious
ceremony but also encountered problems getting his new wife pregnant. Finally, they
decided to have a test-tube baby and this time it worked; the new wife giving birth to
triplets. On their identity cards, Ali Akkas is recorded as the father of the children and
Adile Akkas, his official wife, as their mother. Adile Akkas said that the children
belonged to the three of them, adding that she, her husband and his second wife were
all very happy and that she has no regrets.



